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TO THE HONOURABLE 
COURT OF DIRECTORS 
OF THE 25 


EAST INDIA COMPANY, 


This ſhort Narrative of the ſeveral Services herein 
contained, is humbly offered, as a ſmall Mite 
towards the Information of any Hiſtorical Gentle- 


man of greater Abilities, who may chuſe to write 
A GENERAL HISTORY 


% 


OF OUR 


WARS IN INDIA, 
| B Y 7 


AN OFFICER, 85 
Who had the Honour of being very materially 
employed in their Service, and who has Reaſon 


to wiſh them every poſſible Succeſs, 
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T the year 1778, when the rainy ſeaſon was over and the 
ground ſufficiently dry, an encampment was formed on 
Coolabah, a ſmall peninſula adjoining to Bombay, conſiſting of 
a battalion of European infantry, - a battalion of European 
artillery, and the 4th, th, and 6th battalions of Sepoys, the 
whole commanded by Brigadier General CuARLESs EorRTox. 
This encampment remained there, the artillery practiſing at a 
butt, and the infantry going through their uſual exerciſes, 
field- days and camp- duties, until the 2 iſt of November, when 
the army was ordered to hold itſelf in readineſs for actual ſer- 
vice. A corps of fix companies of grenadiers was formed from 
| the 
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the three battalions of Sepoys, to which was added a detach- 
ment of artillery with two light field pieces: The command 
was given to Captain STEWART, who was ordered to embark 
the next morning on board boats to be provided for that pur- 
poſe. at the watering-place. On the 22d, Stewart's corps 
embarked, and immediately ſtood over acroſs Bombay harbour 
to Uptab river, behind Caranga iſland, where they landed on 
the Mbaratta ſhore, STEWART" 8 inſtructions were to proceed 
by rapid marches through the Contan, and poſſeſs himſelf of 
the great paſs into the Deckan, called Bhore Ghautt : The 
Tame day the army was in orders to embark, and the object of 
the campaign, announced to be the ſettling Ragonath Row on 
the Muſnud, or throne of Poonab, the capital of the Mbaratta 
empire, it being his lawful right. On the 2gd the army 
ſtruck their tents, and embarked at the watering- place; at 
noon the artillery marched into Bombay, from whence one 
hundred and, fifty of them, under the command of Colonel 
Decex with the ordnance and ſtores, were embarked at the Pier 
bead, and the whole embarkation being thus completed, the 
fleet of boats, at night, ſtood over the harbour for Bellapour 
Fort, at the mouth of . Powell river, where they arrived the 
next morning. The enemy fired the guns of the place upon 


us 
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us, but did no execution. The European grenadiers landed, 
went into the fort, and found it abandoned; upon which all 
the boats moved up into the river, where they lay all night. 

Bellapour is ſituated on the north-eaſt ſide of Bombay har- 
bour, on an eminence commanding the entrance of Ponwell 
river. It's figure is a parallelogram, two of it's angles fortified 
with round towers, and the other two with ſtrong baſtions. It 
was well mounted with about thirty pieces of cannon. On the 
25th the army, ſtill on board the boats, moved up the river, 
about ten or twelve miles, to Ponwell village, after leaving a 
ſubaltern and ſixty Sepoys as a garriſon at Bellapour. In the 
afternoon we diſembarked, about half a mile from the village, 
and encamped, where we ſoon received intelligence of STEw- 
ART'S being in poſſeſſion of the Bbore Ghautt. 

Ponwell is a large village, having five pagodas and a large 
tank of water. The river is navigable for ſmall craft up o 
the village, but no farther. We lay encamped many days at 
Ponwell waiting for draught and carriage bullocks, which our 
commiſſary. Mr. HoLMes, was obliged to procure from Surat. 
In the mean while the engineers were buſily employed in 
forming a road for the route of the army through the Con- 
han, 
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t may gratify the curioſity of military gentlemehꝭi to he. in- 
ſormed of the quantity of ordnanae and ſtoros iſſuods fron the 
arſenal of Bombay on this accaſion, by uihicli means they may 
form a judgment of the number of bullbcks: neee fſary for aven 
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ORDNANCG 710 id in 99? tes 
2 Eight inch howitzers, 4 denon half Inch alto. 


4 Twelve-pounders, 8 ſix-pounders, | hy 
6 Three-pounders,. 1 long nine-pounder. 
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* LABORATORY STORES. 

g Four one-half inch laboratory cheſts complete. | 

2 Eight inch ditto, dito, ditto. 28 1 on r 

2 Ditto, ditto, ſpare. a ire terns 

1 Package, containing 400 wee binder hibes fed, 3 cop- 
per drudging boxes ditto. : 

2 Package, containing 4 boxes of ſix-pounder 443 230 each. 

1 Package, containing 3 boxes of three-pounder tubes, 309! 
each. 


1 Package 
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- Lift. continued; 


1 Package, containing one box of eren _ 1009 


1 Ditto of quickmatch, _; lb. 


1 Package, containing one box of Wee 1 


111 Boxes of twelve pounder round ſhot fixed cartridges, 


four in each box, - S 


109 Ditto ſix- pounder round ditto, ditto, eight 
in each.  d9s 1 ens, woke | - $00 ditto, 
38 Ditto, ditto caſe-ſhot ditto, ditto, ditto,  » .go4. ditto 
59 Ditto three-pounder round ditto, ditto, 12 
in each, _— — e ,08, ditto: 
17 Ditto, ditto caſe-ſhot ditto, ditto, ditto, - - 20g ditto. 


7 Ditto eight-inch howitzers cartridges filled, 100 ditto; 


10 Ditto, ditto, ditto ſhells filled. 20 ditto; 

15 Ditto, ditto howitzer caniſters filled with. | 
hand-grenades, - — - 30 

20 Bags of ditto, ditto . — V2 ditto, 

9 Boxes of ſour one-half inch howitzer cart- 


| 444 Rounds; 
66 Ditto, ditto, caſe-ſhot ditto, ditto, ditto, |» "= ditto. 
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ridges filled, - a 360 ditto. 


8 Ditto of ditto, ditto, ditto ſhells filled, . 64 ditto. 


20 Bags of ditto, ditto howitzer grape, 10o ditto. 
B 10 Boxes 
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Lift continued. 


1 Box of blue- lights for ſignals © = 
1 Ditto of twelve<porinder' tubes fled, = 


'C 


1 Ditto, ditto>empty/ 20127 21 


D "= dd x 1 4 C 


1 Ditto ditto empty! 007 71 


10 Boxer of portffres, 100 ih each) 1000 Rounds. 


20 ditto. 


800 ditto. 


o ditto. 
1 Ditto ſix-pounder filled, — - =: 1000 ditto. 


200 ditto. 


1 Half cheſt of mealed powder, containing lbs. 30 ditto. - 
120. Oheſts of corned powder, _— in _ - 6000: ditto, | 


8 Ditto:of fine ditto, ditto, -- . 


| 406 ditto. 


15 Boxes of hand- grenades, containing 300 ditto. | 


35 Ditto of twelve-pounder e ſhot Axed 


+» 


to bottoms, = 0 03215 i J ts af < 1 43 
17 Ditto of ditto caſe- ot ditto; dito. 


67 Ditto of ſix-Poundef round ditto, _ 
17 Ditto of ditts: caſe-ſhot: etollitcg Hf 
17 Ditto with round and caſe-ſhot for three- 

pounder ditto, VPE 
10 Ditto of three=pounder caſe ditto, ditto!" - 


Al theſe 19 785 were packed with . Dy with auung 
canvas, laſhed with European cordage, marked and numbered. 
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318 ditto: 


102 ditto. 


804, ditto. 
204, ditto. 


425 ditto. 
250 ditto. 
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On the gd of December a ſufficient number of bullocks 
having arrived; thoſe- deſtined for the artillery ſervice were 
told off to the guns in the Park. Each eight- inch howitzer 
requiring fix pairs of bullocks; the twelve-pounders the ſame 
number. To each fix-pounder four: pairs; to a four and half 
inch howitzer three pairs, and to eich three-pounder one pair; 
two pairs to euch tumbrel: ſo that the artillery department 
alone required between three and four hundred head of draught 
cattle. The infantry ammunition and commiſſary's ſtores 
bearing a proportion with the artillery, &c. our little army 
ſcemed quite encumbered. We marched, on the 4th in the 
morning, in columns from · the right, and continued advancing 
by ſhort and eaſy ſtages, until the 14th of December, when 
we arrived, without having met the leaſt oppoſition, at Cam- 
pooly, village. ,at the, foot, of the, aſcent up the Bhore Ghautt, 
which is the principal paſs. from. Cyn fan through the Balligat 
mountains into the Dechan.; Campooly is thirty-ſeven miles 
Eaſt from Ponwelli; it is a ſmall; village, with an excellent 
tank of water. The engineers began immediately to form a 
road up theſe ſtupendous heights ; and the ſoldiers, who vo- 
luntarily choſe work as pioneers, were allowed double pay. 
The Field Committee, compoſed of Melirs. CAR N Ac, Mosr vx, 

vIBBALD, and FARMER, now joined the army. 
B 2 On 
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On the 17th at night, RAG OoNATH Row, with his ſuite, ele- 
phants and cannon, moved up the Ghautt. On the 22d, all 
our artillery were dragged and carried up with great difficulty 


into the Decłan, where active hoſtilities commenced without 
delay. From Condola, at the ſummit of the paſs, we marched 
on the 23d, leaving a ſubaltern with two companies of Sepoys 
in a redoubt conſtructed for it's defence. The enemy burned 
and deſtroyed all the villages and forage in the whole country 
round us. They cannonaded and harraſſed us every day as 
we advanced, annoying us likewiſe with war-rockets and 
matchlocks, until we came up with their y"_ army at PR 
laugaum, on the geh of January 1779. 

This fine city had been deſtroyed by fire the night before 
we marched to it. Our loſſes were conſiderable, and we ſe- 
verely felt that of two very gallant officers, Colonel Cay and 
Captain STEwarT, of the grenadier corps. The whole Mha- 
ratta force was ſuppoſed to be collected in our front at Tullau- 
gaum, which is only twelve or fourteen miles from Poonab. 
They were drawn up in three grand bodies, the Peſbwab 
Nannab-Furnaveſe in the centre, Tuckajee Holkar on his 
right, and Mabadajee Scindia on his left; they being the two 
Chief Jaghire Daurs of the empire. Their numbers were com- 


2 4 
puted to be about two hundred thouſand fighting men, moſtly 
cavalry, beſides an innumerable hoſt of camp-followers. They 
were only a mile from us, and ſeemed to cover the whole 
country, as far as the eye could reach. 

At Tullaugaum we lay entrenched, cannonading with the 
enemy every day, until the 12th January, when our leaders 
thought it prudent to retreat; accordingly we retired from 
the left in columns, at one o'clock in the morning. The ene- 
my purſued, and as ſoon as it was light, a hot engagement be- 
gan, which was continued until the afternoon. The cavalry 
made many repeated attempts to charge through our line, but 
were conſtantly repelled, by the effectual and quick diſcharge of 
our ordnance and muſquetry. Great deſtruction and terror was 
occaſioned amongſt our troops, by the blowing up of two or 
three tumbrels of ammunition, which were pierced by the ene- 
my 's Cannon ſhot. It proved highly fortunate, and indeed we 
probably owed our ſafety to the circumſtance, that early in 
the morning, we had ſent a detachment, and ſecured the Pol. 
ſeſſion of Worgaum village, about a mile in our rear. 

Thither we retreated with confiderable regularity, about 
two o'clock in the afternoon ; and took poſt very advantage 
ouſly, after ſuſtaining a loſs of fifteen or fixteen officers, about 

an 
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an hundred Europeans, and four or five hundred Sepoys killed, 
as many more wounded, excluſive of camp- ſollowers, bullocks 
&c. and we were obliged to leave numbers of the wounded on 
the ground, and one piece of cannon. The enemy attacked us 
on the following day, but were repulſed with great loſs. 

On the 14th, our Field Committee thought proper to ſend 
out a flag of truce, and propoſed a treaty with the enemy, 
which, in the courſe of a few days, was concluded. Racoxnarty 
Row, Mr. FARMER, and Lieutenant STEWART, were delivered 
up to them as hoſtages for it's ratification; and, on the 17th 
in the afternoon, our army, or rather the remains of it, march- 
ed from Wargaum on their way back towards Bomba). 

. Werepafled the Bhore Ghautt on the igth, which we found 
in poſſeſſion. of the enemy, our party having deſerted it. By 
our former route, we returned to Poxwell, through the Con- 
kan, where boats being ready provided, we reimbarked, and 
arrived at Bombay, on Monday the 25th day of January. 
Buy this treaty, which our Field Committee made with the 
Mbarattas at Worgaum, it was ſtipulated unreſervedly, on the 
part of the Engliſh nation, to relinquiſh the cauſe of RAGoNATH 
Row for ever; to cede to the Mbarattas our iſland Sal/et, 


and our diſtricts of Baroche and Fumbiſeer, to the northward 
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N 
of Surat; and it was to enſure the due performance of theſe 


ſtipulations that they inſiſted on having no leſs hoſtages than 


RAG ONATN Row's own perſon, with two Engliſh gentlemen, 


But when the Mharattas ſent their Vakeels to Bombay, re- 


quiring the ceſſion of thoſe places, they were given to under- 
ſtand by the Bombay Govertiment, that the Field Committee 
had entered into engagements, to which their delegated powers 
were inadequate. And a few months afterwards, General 
GoppaRD, with his Bengal army, arriving at Surat, the war 
was recommenced againſt the Mbarattas by the Engliſh as 
principals ; and, in the year 1779, the General, with an army 
compoſed of his Bengal troops, a body of Candabar cavalry, 
and a large detachment of Bombay troops, with a detachment 
from the Madras eſtabliſhment, beſieged and took by ſtorm 
the ancient and wealthy city of Abmedabad, and conquered 


tha whole province of Guzeraut, 
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or THE 


' CALLIAN EXPEDITION. 


ner theſe things were doing on the northward, the 
Bombay Government, not to be idle nearer home, employed 
the few troops they could ſpare in the reduction of a place 
called Callian, ſituated about ten or twelve miles north-eaſt of 
our frontier garriſon, Tanna on Salſet. Captain CAMPBELL, 
With the ſixth battalion of Sepoys and two field- pieces, in the 
month of April 1780, was ordered to take a ſmall fort called 
Parſiche, on the Callian river, where he remained until the 
gth of May, when being reinforced with a company of Euro- 
pean infantry and two companies of the fourth battalion of 
Sepoys, with two field-pieces, we embarked on boats, and 
proceeding four or five miles up the river, landed at a ſmall 
village called Tuckooda ; from whence the troops marched by 
land, the field-pieces dragged all the way by men about five 


or ſix miles farther. When we came in ſight of the fort, the 
enemy 
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y Medes Fus 6s nn upon us, and drew up on 


the plain, with an apparent deſign of giving us battle; but, 
after exchanging a few ſhot! and ſkirmiſhing, they gave way. 


We entered and took poſſeſſion of the town; the enemy, how- | 


ever, kept a warm fire upon us from the Ghurry or Citadel; 


but we ſoon di ſlodged them, tee, a few _ amongſt 


them from 'a ſmall howitzer. it old A 8 Luavieun 
The town of Callian is of conſiderable extent, of c 

ſquare figure, walled round, flanked with round towers, on 

moſt of which we found ſome fmallicannon. It is about two 


miles in circuit, ineluding the Ghurry, Which ſtands at the 


north-weſt angle of the town, and cloſe by the rer fide," of 
eee infolated" mom the vas CI fa e _ 


N 


ditch. 24 $ ST 4 . 7 nz 
On the 19th"-6f- os the ne to de ider near 


18,000 horſe and foot, with eight pieces of cation, under the - 


command of an able General, Pzrxo/Pansna, cane againſt Cala 
lian, and the next-morning attacked us furioufly, on the South 
and Eaſt ſides, with cannon and muſquetry. They did moſt 
miſchi&f on the Eaſt fide, when they approached cloſe to the 
wall, under cover of the buildings in the ſuburbs, many of 
which overlooked the town-wall ; from thence the enemy 

| C | deſtroyed 
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deſtroyed great numbers of our men on the OR TOY 
continued their attack until the evening. AR 20) 
On the 14th the attack was not ſo violent; but on the is 
they came in great force, made a general aſſault, and attempted 
erecting a battery againſt the Gunge Gate; but were beat off: 
in all parts, with great vigour and ſteatlineſs. We this day 
received a ſeaſonable reinforcement from Bombay, of about 
fifty European infantry and two hundred Sepoys, of different 
corps, with two ſield- pieces; at night we were at the neceſſity 
of burning the ſuburbs. The enemy were now more cautious 
of approaching, having loſt their cover, and only: cannonaded 
at a diſtance for three or four days following. 5 
On the a iſt of May, Colonel HarTLey, with the. troops juſt 


5 revurnclt to Bombay from GopparD's army, in the Guzeraut, 


arrived at Callian. After this powerful, addition. to our gar- 
riſon, the enemy deſiſted from all further attempts upon the 
place. Draught bullocks having been provided, we ſallied out 
upon the enemy, on the 24th in the morning, and deſtroyed 
their cantonment on the Walden Nuddy, a ſmall brook about 
two miles diſtant from the Eaſt ſide of the town. We purſued 

them a few miles, and xeturned in the afternon. 
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On the 26th, a battalion of Sepoys was ſtationed, as a piquet 
guard, near the ſpot which had been occupied by the enemy. 
On the 28th the troops moved out, and encamped on the banks 
of the Mulden Nuddy; and on the 4 we 4 248 in pur- 
ſuit of the enemy, and ſurprized their camp. We had four- 
teen miles to march before we ſaw any thing of them; after a 
ſmart action of near an hour, we drove them off their ground, 
and took poſſeſſion of their camp ann, on * bank 4 
a river called Oolaſs Nuddy. lan An 
On the iſt of June, we marched back to Callian; gab zun 
the rainy ſeaſon was approaching] the troops went into bar 
racks, and Colonel HARTLEY remained in command of the 
garriſon ; from hence, after the monſoon was over, he made 
another campaign about the Contan. L Pttut n ware 
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8 ace 6 e AND ARNOLL. . 
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N IVI che mean time it was determined, W the Bombay 


Government and General Gopp ARD, to reduce the ſtrong fort- 

reſs. of Baſſein, ſituated oppoſite our poſt,” called Darravee-on 

Salſet. A campas formed at Pullis village, near Darravee; 

compoſed of the Madras detachment. that had ſerved with - 
GeneraliGoppanD: in the Guzetaut, two battalions of Sepoys, | 

and an hundred European artillery frum Bombay, the whole 

under the command of Colonel Bxowne. To this place were 


brought by ſea the heavy ordnance, ammunition, and ſtores 
of all kinds, preparatory to the ſiege, and kept on board boats 
ready for landing, as ſoon as a junction ſhould be formed 
with the grand army, which was effected on the 14th of No- 
vember 1780. The General marched his army by land, from 


; 3 : Surat to the back of Baſſin diſtrict, and came immediately 
i before the place, where he was joined by Colonel Browne 
I! ; - | and 
| x, | 
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and the troops from Pallie camp; the enemy immediately 
ſet fire to Badrapore village, on the ang of the * 
nade. 
On the 28th of November, we opened an enfilading bat- 
tery from the burned village, on the north-weſt ſide of the 
place, at the diſtance of 1000 yards, with a diſcharge of ſix 
thirteen-inch mortars, two ei ghteen-pounders, and four twelve- 
pounders, and kept up a conſtant fire on ay defences. | The 
enemy returned our fire with great alacrity. 3 

On the goth, at night, the approaches were begun, and 
advanced three or four hundred yards, in an oblique diree- 
tion, commencing at the left of the enfilading battery, which 
formed what engineers term the Tail of the Approach: And 
now the approaches were carried on with vigour every night, 
by very large working parties of near a thouſand men. 

On the grd of December, a mortar battery was opened, in 
a return of the approach to the right, in which were fix ten- 
inch mortars and fourteen royals and cohorns. On the 5th, 
a battery was opened, on the North fide of the place, and 
opened with two eight-inch mortars and four eighteen pound- 
ers. On the gth, the grand breaching battery of nine twenty- 
four pounders was opened, at the head of the approach, with- 


in 


L 
in two hundred yards of the wall, and a heavy fire kept up 
all day from all the batteries. On the 10th, the ſalient angle 
of the north-weſt baſtion was breached ſo as to be almoſt 
practicable, upon which Visazze Punt, who commanded in 
the garriſon, ſent out officers to capitulate.” The battery 
ceaſed firing ; and the next day, the 11th of December, the 
garriſon, to the number of five or ſix thouſand men, marched 
out, and laid down their arms. They were efcorted out of 
the Baſſein diſtrict, and releaſed. The Englith colours being 
hoiſted, on the ramparts, a ſufficient number of men were ſent 
in to garriſon the town, which is three miles in circuit. It 
Was formerly a place of great note in the time of the Fortu- 
; gueze power in India, and is regularly fortified. - 
On the evening of the 12th, a-detachment; conſiſting of the 
grenadiers of the whole army, five companies of European 
infantry, the Candabar cavalry, with eight. field-pieces, pa- 
raded, and immediately marched, under the General's com- 
mand, to relieve Colonel HarTLEy, Who was hard, puſhed 
by the enemy near Vizrabbi. We marched night and day, 
until we reached Colonel HarTLEY s poſt on the 14th, where we, 
found him hemmed in by the enemy, between two. hills; where 
be had ſuffered much in the loſs of officers, men, horſes, bag- 
gage, 
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gage, &c.; was in great want of proviſions and ammunition; 


much incumbered with a great hoſpital of ſick and wounded; 
and in ſhort he muſt, in all human probability, have been 


cut to pieces, but for this ſeaſonable relief and ſuccour. On 


the 15th, we encamped at Vixrabbi. 


On the firſt of January 1781, after we had reduced Baſſein 


and relieved Colonel HarTLEy's detachment from their diſ- 


treſs, General GoppanD laid ſiege to Arnoll, a ſtrong fort, 


about ten miles north-weſt of Baſſein, ſtanding on a ſmall 
iſland, ſix or ſeven hundred yards from the ſhore, where we 


erected our batteries, and kept up a conſtant fire upon the 


place, from five large mortars and twelve twenty- four pound- 


ers, from the iſt to the 17th of the month, when the breach Ny? 


being practicable, it ſurrendered. The garriſon that came 
over, and laid down their arms, were about fix hundred men. 
By ſuch a long and heavy bombardment, the inſide of Arnoll 


was reduced to a heap of ruins and rubbiſh. The troops that 


formed the ſiege marched away, under Colonel PAnkER's com- 
mand, to join the General at Vixrabbi camp. The General 
then proceeded up the Conkan, with the deſign of clearing the 
country of the enemy, which he effected; and, after driving 
them before him into the Deckan, he took poſſeſſion of the 

Bhore 
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Bhbore Ghautt, where he remained until the approach of the 
| monſoon, when he marched back towards Callian, The. ene- 
my purſued him, and hung upon his rear all the way; and, 
in this ſingle retrogade movement, we ſuſtained a much greater 
loſs in officers and men than at both the ſieges of Baſſein and 
At Callian he cantoned the army, and in a few months 
afterwards an armiſtice took place, which ended in a peace 
with the Mbarattas ; but, in order to obtain it, we were un- 
der the neceſſity of giving up all our newly acquired con- 
queſts, the Guzeraut, the Conkan, Terrapoor, and Baſſein; 


and moreover ceded to them the diſtricts and garriſon- towns 


it} | 
| of Baroche and Fumbiſeer,. 
1 | 
l! 
8 || 
| l 
' OF 
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or THE 


| CANNANORE EXPEDITION. | 


|< EACE, however, was not yet concluded with Tirroo- 
SULTAN, the ſon and ſucceſſor of the famous Myſore General 
HD ER-ALLI-CAwN; General MarhRWS's expedition to Bud 
nore, and the ſubſequent gallant defence of Mangalore hy the 
brave Colonel CAMPBELL, were amongſt the laſt memorable 
exertions of our troops againſt/Tipppo.. The garriſon at Man- 
galore being almoſt reduced for want of ſuſtenance, the Bom< 
bay Government, in the month of November 178g, ordered a 
detachment, undert tlie oommand of Colonel M*Kenwy, to em- 
bark for its relief,with a ſupply of proviſions and Notes: This 
detachment eonſiſted of three battalions of Sepoys, a compuny 
of artillery, witch luſcars and pioneers; they embarked on 
board the Alfred, Hawke, and Glatten Tal- damen with 
boats to accompany them, laden with ſtores.. 
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We joined Brigadier-General NoRMAN M.Lxop off Manga- 
lore, where he was juſt arrived from Tillechery, with four 


a2 companies of the g6th regiment, four companies of the 32d, 


and a like number of the Hanoverian regiment. When the 
ſupply of proviſions was thrown into Mangalore, we failed al- 


together for Tillechery ; and, in December, General M*Leop, 


with the united forces above mentioned, formed an expedition 


againſt the Bibee or Queen of Cannanore. 


This place is very advantageouſly ſituated on a promontory 
that juts out into the ſea, at the diſtance of fourteen miles. 
north-weſt of -our ſettlement/of Tillechery, forming between 


it and the main land a little bay, where ſmall craft may lie 


in ſecurity at all ſeaſons of the year. The principal place 
is ſtrongly fortified with regular baſtions, a fauſſe-bray and 
broad wet ditch on the land fide, and with * batteries 
and redoubts on the ſides next the ſea. | | | 
The Portugueze erected this fortification ; they were diſ- 


poſſeſſed of it by the Dutch, who fold: it about fifty or ſixty 


years ſince to ALLL RAA, a Mapla merchant of great wealth, 


ever ſince which period it has been conſidered as the principal 


place belonging to the Maplas ; - ALL1a, their preſent Chief, 
being married to a daughter of the late ALLI Rajan. The 
| Maplas 


. 


Maplas were originally Arabs, who, from trade and inter- 
courſe with the Malabars, came at length to ſettle and co- 
lonize at Callicut, Tillechery, Cannanore, and other places in 
that part of the coaſt, intermarrying with the natives, and 
adopting their manners and cuſtoms, but not their religion: 
They are a brave race of men; and though they are all mer- 
chants, yet they are alſo ſoldiers, and always go well armed, 
as indeed is the faſhion with all the Malabars in general. The 
prextext of our going againſt Cannanore was the Bibees having 
detained, and ſent as priſoners to Tiproo SuLTAx, Lieutenants 
MATHEWS and WHILDON, with four companies of Sepoys, who 
had been unfortunately ſhipwrecked at that place, on their way 
from T. illechery towards Mangalore. 

On the 8th of Decumader, in the evening, the troops moved 


from Codoly camp, croſſed the two rivers, and lay on the plains 


of Durmaptnam ; and the next morning marched, - in a cir- 
cuitous manner, round the Cannanore diſtricts, until we got to 
the north-weſt fide of the place, where the enemy made a ſtand, 
and a briſk fire was kept up for ſome time between them and our 
advanced guard. At length, they retreated with precipitation ; 
an officer and ſome of our Sepoys were wou nded, and a few 

killed, 


— 


34 

1 killed. We then moved on, and inveſted the fortreſs, . 
8 | poſſeſſion of all avenues. 

ll On the 11th, in . we opened a mortar battery. 
and landed all the ordnance and ſtores which had been ſent by 
fea from Tillechery. Two ten- inch mortars played inceſſantly 
upon the fort. On the 19th, we completed and opened a 
breaching battery of nine  eighteen-pounders, which foon de- | 
Aroyed the north-weſt or flag-ſtaff baſtion ; ſo that, on the 
15th, at eight o'clock in the morning, our troops ſtormed the 
place, and, after ſome oppofition in the breach, became maſ- 
ters of it. After the ſtorm, the troops, through ſome mil- 


take, were led out in an irregular manner, and in detached 


corps, againſt the batteries, ſtockades, and redoubts, which 


the enemy had thrown up on the outſide of the town-walls 
at a conſiderable diſtance from the principal fort, which we 
had already on - there, in an idle fruitleſs ſervice, we loſt 
| ſix or eight officers and about two hundred private ſoldiers, 
beſide numbers very badly wounded: Tn the evening we re- 
moved the two mortars into the fauſſe-bray of the fort, on the 
face of the baſtion fronting the town ; and, in the morning of 


the 16th, threw two ſhells into it, on which the Bipre ſur- 
5 rendered 
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rendered herſelf and family as priſoners. They were con- 


ducted into the fort, and remained there ſeveral a under 


| charge of ſentinels, and were then ſet at large. 

Our troops took poſſeſſion of the town and all theth out- 
poſts, and ſoon after encamped at a little diſtance from the 
fort. In this ſituation we remained until the month of April, 
when his Majeſty's ſquadron, commanded by Admiraf Sir 
EDWARD HUGHEs, arrived from Bombay, Peace being now 
concluded with Tierpoo SULTAN, the King's troops were em- 
barked- for Madras, the Company's troops returned to Bom- 
bay, and Cannanore was reſtored to the Maplas. 

The capture of this place was the laſt ſervice that termi- 
nated the long and extenſive war, in which the Engliſh na- 
tion had been engaged againſt the Americans, the French, 
Spaniards, Dutch, Hyder Alli, and his ſucceſſor Tippoo Saib, 
the Mbarattas, and the diſaffected Rajahs of Bengal. 

How they extricated themſelves ſo well might be matter 


of wonder and aſtoniſhment to ſucceeding generations! 
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